
We at Saint James Catholic School are committed to providing a healthy environment for the children in our care. We will adjust as state 
guidelines are updated for COVID-19 and regularly communicate with our families regarding any necessary changes. SJS faculty and staff are 
excited to welcome your child and ensure he or she has a productive and fun school year, while remaining as safe as possible.

We will do this by adopting the following principles:

Healthy at SJS
Our plan for the 2020/2021 School Year

PROMOTING BEHAVIORS THAT REDUCE SPREAD
We have several strategies in place to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 and keep our students, faculty and staff healthy. Before 
the start of the school year, faculty and staff will be educated on 
policies and procedures to lessen the risk of COVID-19 exposure. 

Classrooms will be rearranged to allow more spacing between
students, including social distanced seating and floor markings.  

Children will remain with their homeroom throughout the day while 
still enjoying the full educational experience.  

Faculty and staff are required to wear masks, and students in grades 
1-8 will be required to wear cloth face masks when social distancing 
isn’t possible.  
 
Students will have “hand hygiene breaks” throughout the day to 
promote health. They are required to either wash hands or use hand 
sanitizer as they arrive in the classroom, after restroom use, before 
and after eating and recess, and before leaving for the day. 

Preschool classroom sizes will be reduced to no more than 10
students per classroom.

PREPARING FOR WHEN SOMEONE GETS SICK
In the event that someone at SJS is exposed to COVID-19, we have 
protocols in place to prevent anyone else from coming in contact. 
 

If a faculty or staff member or student shows COVID-19 symptoms, 
they will be immediately separated from others in a designated space. 
 
Areas used by someone diagnosed with COVID-19 will not be used until 
cleaned and disinfected. 
 
Health officials and those in contact with the COVID-19 patient will be 
notified, while maintaining confidentiality. 
 
Those in close contact with the COVID-19 patient will cooperate with 
health department guidelines and may be required to stay home and 
self-monitor for symptoms.

MAINTAINING HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS
In addition to our normal routine, we will increase scheduled 
cleaning, disinfecting and sanitizing to maintain a healthy and 
safe place for your children and our faculty and staff.
 

The school will be sanitized twice per week and playground equipment 
will be sanitized throughout the school day with a hospital-grade 
disinfectant.
 
School gatherings and extracurriculars will have new regulations in 
place to help keep our kids safe. More specific information will be 
available soon.

MAINTAINING HEALTHY OPERATIONS
We are here for your children and are committed to doing everything 
we can to provide the education they deserve, in a safe way.
 

Student drop off and pick up will be altered to allow for social 
distancing. More information will be available soon.
 
We will perform daily health checks on everyone who enters the school 
building. Anyone with a fever (temperature higher than 100.4 degrees) 
will not be permitted to stay. 
 
We will be limiting non-essential visitors. Only students and staff will 
be allowed beyond the lobby area/office, and all who enter the building 
must wear a mask.
            
We are awaiting bus information from Hardin County Schools and 
Bethlehem High School and will provide an update at a later date.
 
Students, faculty and staff who have any COVID-19 symptoms will be 
asked to stay home. These include a fever, cough, gastrointestinal 
symptoms (diarrhea or vomiting), a new rash or new loss of sense of 
taste/smell. 

In the event of a government-mandated school closure, we are fully 
prepared to continue instruction with an improved NTI curriculum, 
based on survey feedback. We appreciate your understanding, 
patience and cooperation as we navigate these new safety measures. 
Together, we can help ensure our children have a safe, fun, healthy 
school year! 

This Healthy at SJS plan was developed from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Kentucky Department of Education and Archdiocesan
guidelines in partnership with the Lincoln Trail District Health Department, local physicians and school administration.


